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Lemon Rock, Cape Forestier
Photo: AMSA

Cape Tourville light, established 17 November 1971
Photo: AMS

One of the very first lights built by the fledgling Commonwealth Lighthouse Service after it came into being
in 1915 was erected in Tasmania on precipitous Lemon Rock, off Cape Forestier.
In a letter to the Consolidated Light Board of Tasmania in April 1907, Captain J.L.B. Hunter, Master of the
S.S. Durham, said that there were not sufficient lights on the East Cost of Tasmania. In his opinion, he said,
“there should be a light in the vicinity of Cape Forestier, as it would be a great boon to vessels coming from
Tasmania.”1
In fact, a light at this location had been one of the recommendations by Commander C.R.W. Brewis, R.N., in
his Preliminary Report on the Lighting of the Coast of Tasmania and the Islands in Bass Strait to the
Commonwealth Government in April 1912. At that time, he said that the ratio of lights per coastal mileage
was one light to each 62.5 miles, whereas he recommended this be increased to one light for each 47.6
miles.

Extracts from Preliminary Report on Lighting of the Coast of Tasmania and the Islands in Bass Strait with recommendations as to
existing lights and additional lights by Commander C.R.W. Brewis R.N., April 1912

It was not until May 1914 that “As a result of representations by the Premier in March, the Prime Minister
has informed that provision has been made for lighthouse works for the financial year 1914-15 for the
erection of a lighthouse at Cape Forrestier [sic]. “ 2
Lemon Rock, the site of the light at Cape Forestier, is a very small granite islet, about 80 metres high,
connected to Cape Forestier by rocks which are submerged at high tide. Although never surveyed, the rock
is about 1 acre in size, steep-sided and roughly dome-shaped. Vegetation is sparse, being confined to low
costal scrub on the more sheltered ledges.

Lemon Rock is joined by Cape Forestier by rocks which submerge at high tide.
Photo: NAA A2194
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Daily Telegraph, Launceston, Friday 5 April 1907
The Mercury, 5 May 1914
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A light is exhibited, at an elevation of 265 feet (80m8), from a white structure,
13 feet (4m0) high, situated on the extremity of Cape Forestier
Australia Pilot, Vol. II, second edition, 1929

There was a lot of confusion over the light’s actual name. Located on top of Lemon Rock, the light was
officially known as the Cape Forestier light but was known, locally, as ‘The Lemons’ while the Cape is
variously spelt Forestier, Forester or Forrestier. For the purposes of this document I will call the site Lemon
Rock as that appears to be the name of the actual location of the light.
In May 1917, quotes for construction were sought from a number of local businesses. Risby Brothers quote
of £27/10/- for trestles and Chesterman & Co Ltd, £18/-/- for the cylinder house were accepted. Fifty
fathoms of coir rope was also ordered from R.R. Rex and Son as well as a surf boat complete with oars and
other equipment.

NAA P1130, 32/006, page 186

NAA P1130, 32/0064, page 171
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Joshua Ramsbotham, the first Director of the Commonwealth Lighthouse Service signed a Minute Paper
and memo in May 1917, referring to the specifications of the cylinder house and trestles.

Specifications of Cylinder house, May 1917
NAA P1130, 32/0064, page 192

Specifications of Trestles, Lemon Rock
NAA P1130, 32/0064, 193

Inventory of household equipment
NAA P1130, 32/0064, page 59

One of a number of memos indicated that work had already commenced by July 31, 1917 when pay sheets
for workmen were forwarded to the District Officer in Melbourne.3 Workmen and maintenance staff
sometimes camped on Lemon Rock and there was an extensive inventory of household items, including
camp stretchers, for use in emergencies.
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NAA P1130, 32/0064, page 176, 15 August 1917
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Access to the rock was extremely weather dependent with a ladder up the near vertical face of the rock.
Supplies such as acetylene gas cylinders were hauled to the top by a flying-fox system.

The small open boat is just to the left of the landing & ladder used to access the Lemon Rock light
Photo: AMSA, 1948

When first lit on Friday 5 October, 1917, the Group Flashing white light with a Red sector was powered by a
bank of 28 acetylene gas cylinders, the white light visible for 20 miles and red, 10 miles.
Local ketches such as the Birngana and Terralinna were chartered for transport. It was quite a long haul –
105 miles - to Lemon Rock from Hobart via Tasman Island but only 70 miles if transiting the Denison Canal
at Dunalley. Anchorages such as Wineglass Bay, Coles Bay and Schouten Island (see Schedule page 7) were
used for shelter in the vicinity while smaller open boats found several nooks around Lemon Rock for day
anchorages.

Photo at left is annotated “Bottom Anchorage”
Photo: AMSA, 1948

Access by open boat could involve traversing some rough seas. In 1950 three crew members, coming
ashore from the supply ship Cape York, were tossed into the water when their work boat got tangled in
kelp. The three men “... struggled through the kelp to a small rock, where they clung until three other men
who had been landed at the light got them ashore with a lifeline. The men ... had to climb, one by one, up a
ladder attached to the light’s flying fox .... Big waves pounded the launch to pieces against the rocks.” 4
4

The Mercury, 1 September 1950
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The Lemon Rock light was one of only a few lights which were just a lantern, without the usual lighthouse
tower.

AMSA CN08-153-01 Plans Lemon Rock light & lantern
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One of the timber trestles and wire rope used to bring up acetylene bottles and other equipment to the light
Photo: AMSA, 1948

The only detailed photo of the site yet found shows the top trestle, cylinder house and the light itself.
The men are turning a large winch being used to haul equipment up from below.
Photo: AMSA, 1948
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Blue-print of top trestle, Lemon Rock haulage way
NAA P2347, 4/173

Blue-print of immediate trestle for haulage way, Lemon Rock light
NAA P2347, 4/173

9

Reports of quarterly inspections make interesting reading. Often delayed or interrupted by bad weather,
off-loading equipment and supplies and hoisting ashore the 28 or more acetylene gas cylinders could be
very time-consuming.
In May 1918, Senior Artificer H. Weist, wrote in his report that “As instructed I left Hobart for Cape Forestier
by the Ketch Lunawanna on the 23rd April at 9am ...” but having completed the work was unable to leave
“owing to bad weather ... until 6 May, 8am.” They were further delayed “Coming through Blackman Bay
on the 7th when we were stuck on the mud for ten hours owing to low tide.”5

Inspection report, May 1918, P1
NAA P1130, 32/0064, page120
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Inspection report, May 1918, NAA P1130, 32/0064 P 120 & 121
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Inspection report, May 1918, P 2
NAA P1130, 32/0064, page121
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Lemon Rock light was eventually assigned the Aids to Navigation Schedule number ANS60B but because of
the extreme difficulty of access, the light was discontinued in May 1971, dismantled and placed in storage.
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LANTERN
The Lemon Rock lantern, manufactured by Chance Brothers of Birmingham, England was dismantled and
put in storage at the Tasmanian Maritime Museum in 2012 but was returned to AMSA the same year. It is
now with the Queensland Maritime Museum in Brisbane which hopes to eventually put it on display.

The Lemon Rock lantern has an internal diameter of 7 feet 1 inch.
Photos: AMSA

SERVICE VESSELS
The Lemon Rock light was serviced by the 487 ton S.S. Lady Loch, built in Melbourne by Campbell, Sloss &
McCann in 1886 for the Department of Trade and Customs of the colonial government of Victoria. Named
for the wife of the colony’s Governor, 1884-1889, Sir Henry Brougham Loch, the Lady Loch was used by
Victoria as a lighthouse tender.
With Federation, care of most lighthouses was transferred to the Commonwealth. In 1915, Lady Loch was
chartered by the Commonwealth which ultimately bought the vessel in 1917 for £9050, less the charter
money already paid.
Lady Loch was again sold in February 1920 to grazier, A.S. Rogers, but when the Commonwealth required
more tonnage to care for lights under its control it repurchased the vessel in May 1925. The ship was again
sold in March 1935 to a Mr Cook, converted into a hulk for work on the Brisbane River and used by Morton
Tug & Lighter Company, finally to be scuttled at Dunwich, Morton Bay in 1962.
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Lemon Rock was also serviced by the local ketches, Birngana and Terralinna.
Terralinna was built by Tasmanian boat & shipbuilders Purdon & Featherstone in 1922. “Being narrower
and sharper on the floors than most of the Hobart barges, she had a definite speed advantage. She was
built for Jack Sward in 1922 and converted to a fishing vessel in 1943 by J Norling of Victoria at the same
time having her deck lifted 15 inches.”
Tasmanian boat and shipbuilder, John Wilson, built the Birngana in 1893 and also built the lighthouse
tender vessels Alcairo & Rooganah.

DECOMMISSIONING
Following the decommissioning of the light at Lemon Rock, the site was declared surplus in November 1976
but, because it was subject to a land review by the Commonwealth Government, it was not cleared for
disposal until September 1980.6 After final approval in December 1980, Lemon Rock was sold to the
Tasmanian Government for $50 in 1981 and subsumed into the Freycinet National Park.
CAPE TOURVILLE
A replacement for the light at Lemon Rock was built at Cape Tourville, which could be accessed by a road
link to Coles Bay. First lit on 17 November 1971 it has become a popular tourist attraction for visitors to the
Freycinet National Park.

Cape Tourville lighthouse
Photo: Erika Shankley
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The original Cape Tourville 300mm lens in situ with Cape Forestier in the background
Photo: AMSA

Lyndon O’Grady installed this same lens at the Macquarie lighthouse in Sydney in February 2008.
It is a rare example of a glass lens made in more modern times by the AGA Company of Sweden
(Svenska Aktiebolaget Gasaccumulator)
It could be returned to Tasmania if a suitable and permanent display facility could be found.
Photo: AMSA
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